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COMPETITION OVERVIEW
Now in its sixth year, Australia Zoo’s Crikey! Magazine 
Photography Competition encourages photographers 
from around the world to contribute their work to 
celebrate and illustrate the rich diversity of life on  
Earth and inspire action to conserve it.

Judged by award winning photographers including Robert Irwin, 
Cristina Mittermeier, Georgina Steytler, Day Scott, Gary Cranitch 
and Kate Berry, this competition welcomes high-quality nature, 
wildlife and conservation images for a chance to win prizes and 
be exhibited at Australia Zoo and the Queensland Museum’s 
iconic whale mall.

Entries open on World Environment Day, 5th June 2022, 
and close 31st August 2022. To enter, visit:

www.australiazoo.com.au/photography-competition/ 
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COMPETITION CATEGORIES

Our original category, the winning image is featured on the cover 
of the 2022 Summer Edition of Crikey! Magazine. Photographs 
submitted to this category had to be portrait orientated and 
feature an animal, in an effort to celebrate the diversity and 
significance of global wildlife.

CATEGORY 1
CRIKEY! MAGAZINE COVER

As an original category, Crikey! Kids provides youths with  
the opportunity to showcase their skills and passion for wildlife 
photography. In addition, the category encourages the future 
generations to protect nature through exciting education.  
The winning image has a full-page feature in the 2022 Summer 
Edition of Crikey! Magazine. 

To qualify for our Crikey! Kids category, entrants must be under 
the age of 15 years on 1st October 2022.

CATEGORY 2
CRIKEY! KIDS

This is the culmination of the three exciting categories introduced 
for our 50th Year celebrations. Winning photographs showcase 
the natural world, depict the complex relationship between 
humans and nature, and illustrate threatened wildlife. These 
images raise awareness and advocate for the conservation  
of wildlife and wild places.

CATEGORY 3 
THE NATURAL WORLD
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The Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition began six years ago, with 
the simple goal to celebrate the beauty and diversity of the natural world 

through photography. Over the years, the competition has grown and 
evolved to be one of the largest of its kind in Australia, with thousands of 
entries being received from passionate photographers around the world. 

Today’s global reach of the Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition 
provides a means for encouraging greater public appreciation of our wildlife 
and wild places, and inspires action to conserve it for the future generations.

We are delighted to announce the award-winning judging panel  
of the 2022 Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition. 

MEET THE JUDGES!

ROBERT IRWIN
Robert Irwin is an award-winning nature photographer and 
Wildlife Warrior who travels the world in search of incredible 
images of wildlife and wild places that have inspired many. 

He and his family own and operate Australia Zoo and a non-profit 
environmental organisation, Wildlife Warriors, supporting 
conservation projects around the globe. His photographs have 
been featured in galleries around Australia as well as through 
news publications world-wide. He also has his own photography 
gallery and photography retail range at Australia Zoo. Furthermore, 
Robert has judged the Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition 
yearly, and has been recognized in many photography competitions. 
These include being the winner of the Natural History Museum’s 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2020 People’s Choice Award, 
highly commended in the Wildlife Photographer of The Year 
Awards, highly honoured in Nature’s Best Windland Smith Rice 
International Photography Awards 2018 and 2019, commended 
in the Birdlife Australia Photography Awards 2019, the junior 
runner up in the Australian Geographic Nature Photographer  
of Year competition 2016 and a finalist in 2017, 2018 and 2019, 
winner of the Wondai Regional Art Gallery People’s Choice Award. 

WHERE I CALL HOME...
Australia Zoo, Sunshine Coast, QLD, Australia

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL TO PHOTOGRAPH...
Leopards. They are the most elusively difficult big cat to photograph,  
but also the most rewarding! They have so much personality! 

MY FAVOURITE PLACE I’VE BEEN TO...
It would have to be the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve, located on 
Queensland’s Cape York Peninsula. The Reserve is home to the most 
abundant array of incredible wildlife!

MY FAVOURITE CAMERA AND LENS TO USE...
I love my Canon 1DX Mark II, with the Canon EF 500mm f4 lens!
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‘Scrub Python’ by Robert Irwin 
Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve, Cape York Peninsula, QLD, Australia



CRISTINA MITTERMEIER
World-renowned conservationist and photographer Cristina “Mitty” 
Mittermeier believes that stunning visual storytelling is the key to 
unlocking critical action to help heal our ocean and save our planet. 
Beginning her career as a marine biologist in her native Mexico, 
Mitty soon discovered the power of imagery in ocean advocacy 
work. She went on to become an internationally recognized National 
Geographic photographer, public speaker, and founder of The 
International League of Conservation Photographers. In 2014,  
she co-founded SeaLegacy and, in 2020, expanded that work with 
the formation of Only One, a digital action platform built to support 
and uplift the ocean conservation community while driving action 
to achieve measurable, sustainable and equitable returns for people 
and the ocean.

Mittermeier is a Sony Artisan of Imagery and, along with her partner 
Paul Nicklen, was named one of National Geographic’s Adventurers 
of the Year in 2018. She is the recipient of many prestigious awards, 
including the Smithsonian Conservation Photographer of the Year 
Award and the Imaging Award for Photographers Who Give Back. 
In 2021, she received the Seattle Aquarium’s Sylvia Earle Medal 
and Travel + Leisure’s Global Vision Award. She was also named 
one of the 100 Latinos Most Committed to Climate Action. 

Earlier this year, Mittermeier received an Honorary Doctorate  
of Fine Arts, Honoris Causa, from Simon Fraser University.

WHERE I CALL HOME...
Nanoose Bay, British Columbia, Canada and on board the SeaLegacy 1, 
wherever she may be.

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL TO PHOTOGRAPH...
Mobula Rays. I am spellbound by the mesmerizing vortex they create, 
courting each other and seeking out a mate to perpetuate their species. 
Their wings cast fluttering shadows against the cobalt depths below as 
they swirled in an ancient dance. 

MY FAVOURITE CAMERA AND LENS TO USE...
Sony. 12-24 for underwater and 24-105 for above.
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GEORGINA STEYTLER
Georgina is a nature photographer with a passion for birds, ethics 
and conservation. Her interest in photography became a passion 
over ten years ago when she began volunteer work with BirdLife 
Western Australia. Since then, she has been working to produce 
images for use by conservation organisations across Australia  
(for free), as well as teaching the art and ethics of bird photography 
through workshops, talks and articles.

She has won numerous awards, including winning the Invertebrates: 
Behaviour category in the Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
2018, and the Australian Geographic Nature Photographer of  
the Year 2016 (Portfolio Prize), among others. In November 2021 
Georgina’s first book, For the Love of Birds, was published by 
Australian Geographic.

WHERE I CALL HOME...
Western Australia, Australia.

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL TO PHOTOGRAPH...
Mudskippers! They are such amazing little critters and it’s so exciting 
when they leap out of the water. 

MY FAVOURITE PLACE I’VE BEEN TO...
Kimberley, North-west Australia.

MY FAVOURITE CAMERA AND LENS TO USE...
Any camera and lens!
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KATE BERRY
Kate Berry is a conservation photographer, researcher and 2019 
National Geographic Explorer. Her research in animal ecology 
and commitment to conservation has led her on numerous 
expeditions, from documenting the world’s largest crocodilian 
study in far north Queensland to studying the world’s only marine 
lizard in the Galapagos Islands!  

When she is not out in the field, Kate works at Australia Zoo 
where she helps inspire passion towards the natural world, turn 
fears into fascination and contribute to conservation missions. 
Her images and editorial contributions are regular additions in 
Crikey! Magazine, and have also been featured in many other 
international publications. 

This is Kate’s fifth year of judging the Crikey! Magazine 
Photography Competition, and she looks forward to reviewing 
another spectacular array of wildlife photography! 

WHERE I CALL HOME...
Sunshine Coast, QLD, Australia

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL TO PHOTOGRAPH...
Palm cockatoos! Having recently been reclassified as endangered,
photographing these elusive birds on Cape York is a rewarding challenge.

MY FAVOURITE PLACE I’VE BEEN TO...
The Galápagos Islands, off the coast of Ecuador, South America. Being
immersed in untouched wilderness and surrounded by the most unique 
products of evolution is like taking a step back in time. 

MY FAVOURITE CAMERA AND LENS TO USE...
I shoot on a Nikon D850 and love my Nikon 200-500mm telephoto
lens for wildlife. My wide 15-30mm Tamron SP lens is also an essential 
for my backpack!
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DAY SCOTT

Day is a naturalist, science communicator, wildlife photographer, 
and educator. Her affinity for ornithology came following an 
automobile accident she had with a herd of pronghorn, leaving 
her with a traumatic brain injury (TBI). Though navigating through 
a lifestyle with disabilities, Day’s resilience and passion for wildlife 
conservation keeps her motivated. Day has found the silver lining; 
her joy is centred around nature. She loves sharing natural science 
through research, writing, and wildlife photography. Her storytelling 
brings people closer to nature, to appreciate the little things that 
spark joy all around us. She evokes a sense of love, awareness, 
and advocacy through sharing her “wild” photos and experiences.

Day’s writing and photography have been featured in film, print  
and digital media, including Animal Planet and Discovery. She 
teaches wildlife photography across the United States of America. 
Her favourite event to present at is The Biggest Week in American 
Birding, located in northwest Ohio, USA. Day is currently studying 
Wildlife Sciences at the University of Idaho. She’s a member  
of the National Forestry Honours Society and a Doris Duke 
Conservation Scholar. Day also serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Wyoming Outdoor Council.

WHERE I CALL HOME...
Pacific Northwest, North America.

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL TO PHOTOGRAPH...
Birds! They are charming, amusing, as well as challenging to photograph. 
Candid photos are my favourite, I love capturing bird behaviour as they 
have an abundance of personality.

MY FAVOURITE PLACE I’VE BEEN TO...
My favourite places to explore are marshlands. I love wandering
on wooden boardwalks, amidst a swampy forest, observing and photo 
documenting biodiversity.

MY FAVOURITE CAMERA AND LENS TO USE...
I’m enjoying my Canon R6, with the RF 100-500mm lens.
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GARY CRANITCH
Gary has worked as a wildlife photographer at the Queensland 
Museum for 38 years. His work has been published in Australian 
Geographic, Popular Science, New Scientist, National Geographic 
online and numerous other publications and journals around the 
world. He has also contributed to the Queensland Museum’s 
extensive range of natural history publications. His achievements 
include 2008 AIPP Australian Science and Nature Photographer 
of the Year, 2015 Eureka Prize for Science Photography and 
principal photographer of The Great Barrier Reef Queensland 
Museum Discovery Guide. Gary collaborates regularly with 
organisations such as the Great Barrier Reef Foundation, 
ReefCheck Australia, BushBlitz, Earthwatch and Department  
of Environment and Science. He also runs workshops and 
presentations on underwater, aerial and landscape photography.

WHERE I CALL HOME...
Home is Brisbane or anywhere else in Queensland when I am on assignment.

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL TO PHOTOGRAPH...
Sea turtles are my favourite animals to photograph; they have an almost 
human personality!

MY FAVOURITE PLACE I’VE BEEN TO...
Raine Island on the far northern Great Barrier Reef.

MY FAVOURITE CAMERA AND LENS TO USE...
Nikon D850 and my 24-70mm zoom.
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Five finalists will be selected from each category, including a winner 
and highly commended. Finalists will have their images exhibited 
at Australia Zoo and the iconic Whale Mall, right outside Queensland 
Museum in Queensland’s Cultural Centre, South Bank.
 
The images will also be featured in the 2022 Summer Edition of 
Crikey! Magazine and finalists will receive a personalised certificate. 
 
There is a variety of exciting prizes to be won from each category, 
including vouchers, personalised Australia Zoo tours, epic gift 
packs and zoo passes! Woo-hoo!

CRIKEY! MAGAZINE COVER - WINNER
Inclusion as the cover photo of the 2022 Crikey! Magazine Summer 
Edition, a CameraPro voucher to the value of $1,000.00 AUD.

Plus the choice of either a personalised two hour photography tour  
of Australia Zoo, led by Robert Irwin (conditions apply); OR an epic, 
personalised and signed Australia Zoo gift basket, featuring Robert Irwin’s 
first photography book (being released late 2022).

CRIKEY! MAGAZINE COVER - HIGHLY COMMENDED
A choice of either an Australia Zoo family (2 adults, 2 children) admission 
including a giant giraffe encounter; OR an Australia Zoo signed gift 
basket to the value of $220.00 AUD.
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CRIKEY! KIDS - WINNER 
A full page feature in the 2022 Crikey! Magazine Summer Edition,  
a CameraPro voucher to the value of $500.00 AUD.

Plus the choice of either a personalised two hour photography tour of 
Australia Zoo, led by Robert Irwin (conditions apply); or a personalised 
and signed Australia Zoo gift basket, featuring Robert Irwin’s new 
photography book (released late 2022).

CRIKEY! KIDS - HIGHLY COMMENDED 
A choice of either an Australia Zoo family (2 adults, 2 children) admission 
including a giant giraffe encounter; OR an Australia Zoo signed gift 
basket to the value of $220.00 AUD.

THE NATURAL WORLD - WINNER 
A full page feature in the 2022 Crikey! Magazine Summer Edition  
and a CameraPro voucher to the value of $1,000.00 AUD.

Plus a choice of either a personalised two hour photography tour of 
Australia Zoo, led by Robert Irwin (conditions apply); or a personalised 
and signed Australia Zoo gift basket, featuring Robert Irwin’s new 
photography book (released late 2022).

THE NATURAL WORLD - HIGHLY COMMENDED 
A choice of either an Australia Zoo family (2 adults, 2 children) admission 
including a giant giraffe encounter; OR an Australia Zoo signed gift 
basket to the value of $220.00 AUD.

All Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition finalists will  
be featured in Crikey! Magazine and receive a certificate.
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CRIKEY! MAGAZINE COVER AND  
THE NATURAL WORLD CATEGORIES

There is an AUD $10 entry fee for each individual category.  
As with our previous competitions, photographers are 
encouraged to enter both of these categories, while an image 
may not work for the cover of Crikey! Magazine, it may still be  
a great image for our ‘The Natural World’ category.

 - Each entry submitted can include up to 100 images.

 - An entry fee applies to each category entered (AUD $10).

 - To enter these two categories participants must be aged 15 years 
and over as of October 1st 2022.

 - Participants are welcome to submit multiple entries to each 
category, with each entry subject to the AUD $10 fee.

 - An image will only be judged in the category it has been submitted.

CRIKEY! KIDS CATEGORY

It is free for participants to enter our junior category ‘Crikey! Kids’.

 - To enter our junior ‘Crikey! Kids’ category, entrants must be under 
15 years of age as of October 1st 2022.

ENTRY AND FEES
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For more information regarding participant entry to the 
Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition, download our 
full Terms and Conditions at:

www.australiazoo.com.au/photography-competition/ 
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Step 1: Take your most creative wildlife photo that matches  
the theme/requirements of the category you are entering.

Step 2: Read the Terms & Conditions for the full overview  
of the Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition.

Step 3: The photograph must be in portrait format for the Crikey! 
Magazine Cover category, and consideration needs to be taken 
to allow for the ‘Crikey!’ masthead to be positioned over the top 
quarter of the winning photo.

Step 4: Successful photographs will be high resolution,  
3:2 aspect ratio, JPG or TIF format and a minimum of 300DPI.  
No borders, signatures or watermarks are allowed. Submissions 
not meeting these requirements, or without successful payment 
of the entry fee, will not proceed to judging.

Step 5: Each photograph must be labelled with your name 
category, subject of the photo, and if required, a number for 
multiple images of the same subject. For example, an acceptable 
file name is:
JaneSmith_Crikey!Kids_Lion or JaneSmith_Crikey!Kids_Lion2

Step 6: All photographs you wish to submit must be compressed 
into a single ZIP folder for upload via our website. The maximum 
file size for the ZIP folder is 1GB.

Step 7: A panel of judges consisting of expert, award-winning 
photographers will choose the winners.

Step 8: Wait until 1st October 2022 to find out if you are one  
of our competition winners!

HOW DO I ENTER?
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This yellow area will 
be where the winning 
image will be placed. 

This area of the image 
will be covered by a 
barcode/issue number.

Crikey! Magazine logo 
is placed here and 
covers the top quarter  
of the image.

The Crikey! Magazine 
edition tab is here.

CRIKEY! MAGAIZNE COVER OVERVIEW 
A4 PAGE SIZE

 Image Width Constraints - 194mm or 7.64 inches

Im
ag

e 
H

ei
gh

t C
on

st
ra

in
ts

 2
81

m
m

 o
r 1

1.
06

 in
ch

es

CRIKEY! MAGAZINE COVER

When submitting your images to the Crikey! Magazine Cover 
category, it is important to keep in mind the following things:

 - The winning image will be chosen by it’s visual aesthetics, subject 
matter and how well it fits the Crikey! Magazine’s Cover.

 - Images submitted to this category MUST BE portrait in orientation.

 - As demonstrated to the left, the winning image will be covered 
by the Crikey! Magazine logo and other standard visual elements, 
so be careful to ensure that the subject of your image won’t be 
compromised or covered by these elements.

CRIKEY! KIDS AND THE NATURAL WORLD

Unlike the Crikey! Magazine category, images submitted to 
these two categories don’t have as many considerations, just be 
mindful that is preferred that:

 - Crikey! Kids images be portrait, while ‘The Natural World’ entries 
can be both portrait and landscape (preferred 3:2 aspect ratio).

SHORTLIST/FINALIST REQUIREMENTS

Shortlisted Photographers will be contacted on or before  
10th September for the following information. This information  
is required by 15th September in order to progress to the second 
judging round.

 - Image title

 - Image description (75 words)

 - Location image was taken

 - Camera specifications

 - Full resolution jpeg image, no watermarks, 300 DPI, 3:2 aspect ratio

ENTRY CONSIDERATIONS
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DUDLEY EDMONSON
Dudley Edmondson is an established 
photographer, author, filmmaker and presenter. 
His photography has been featured in galleries 
and nearly 100 publications around the world. 

Entries open on World Environment Day, 5th June 2022, 
and close 31st August 2022. To enter, visit:

www.australiazoo.com.au/photography-competition/ 

DON’T WAIT... ENTER TODAY!
The Crikey! Magazine family cannot wait to see your entries 
this year! So, be sure to get outside and start snapping!

“In an era of global change, wildlife and habitats are declining  
at an unparalleled rate and it has never been more important  
to promote the protection of the natural world. Through the 
Crikey! Magazine Photography Competition, it is our mission  
to showcase the wild kingdom and inspire others to conserve  
it for future generations.”

 – Robert Irwin

https://www.australiazoo.com.au/photography-competition/

